Airbox Launches New Zealand’s first dedicated Airspace and Situational Awareness System
February 16th 2010 – Grove Technology Park, Wantage, England
Today, Airbox Aerospace Limited, a British company at the leading edge of aviation navigation, announced the launch of the Aware range of systems for New Zealand, a new design of GPS-based moving map devices. Aware was designed to tackle the increasing incidence of airspace infringement in the UK, but has been developed to aid pilot awareness in different regions throughout the world. The launch is the first for a dedicated aviation GPS using official Airways New Zealand aviation charting.
The Aware project began with the concept of a simple, affordable airspace alerting and positional awareness device that could be regularly updated with the latest airspace information.
Airbox researched and developed its systems, concentrating on producing a unit that addresses the main causes of airspace infringement, namely uncertainty of position and lack of awareness of airspace and airspace changes.
It is expected that the device, with a screen size of 4.3 inches, which retails at $399 NZD (including GST), will become an essential part of every General Aviation pilot’s kit. Airbox Aerospace will also launch a 5 inch screen version called the Aware 5 which is will retail for $599 NZD (including GST).
Each unit comes loaded with ICAO 1:500,000 charts for New Zealand and a full, airspace definition.
“The integrity of the data we use is second to none,” explained Airbox technical director William Moore, “and we are genuinely very excited to be bringing this device to New Zealand. Airbox Aerospace has extensively researched  the launch of the Aware product line-up in NZ, working with local pilots and AOPA to produce a device which we believe will significantly aid flight safety for the GA community and at an extremely attractive price for pilots.”
One of the main advantages of the Aware system is that pilots can keep the airspace definitions in their units up to date at no cost, by downloading free monthly updates from www.airspaceaware.com. Data on the site is updated in conjunction with AIRAC cycle updates from the New Zealand Airways AIP. Users who are subscribed will also receive e-mail alerts on significant changes to airspace as and when they occur.
The Aware system software has been designed to take full account of an aircraft’s position and altitude in relation to controlled airspace, so that pilots only receive alerts that are relevant to their altitude. IN effect a 3D virtual cocoon is created around the aircraft and if that cocoon touches any airspace an alarm is displayed on screen and audibly. 
The device is designed to be inexpensive, and very simple to use, straight out of the box. The company hopes that it will appeal to pilots who are not currently flying with GPS or who would like a back-up to an existing device. 
As with any portable GPS device, Aware does not replace map and compass navigation, but rather supplements it by aiding a pilot’s situational awareness.
Airbox Aerospace’s chosen distribution partner for Australasia is Mendelssohn Pilot Supplies,
